
The Writing Plan 
 
Curriculum: Being a Writer 
Being a Writer is Gilham’s adopted writing curriculum. It does an effective job providing mentor 
texts (real writing as examples). Students will work together discussing ideas and offer help and 
advice to one another. This is a student-friendly writing curriculum. 
 
In Class Weekly Writing 
In addition to our curriculum I will teach writing moves and enhancers. Each week students will 
be required to use the moves (i.e. Short and Long Sentences or Show, Not Tell) and enhancers 
(i.e. metaphors and personification). Students use writing composition books (these stay in the 
class) and will slowly add to their writing journals (daily writing, writing moves & enhancers). 
I will explain details and show an example of a writing journal at Parent Info Night.  
 
Homework - Weekly or every other week  
Writing/grammar homework will be handed out on Monday and due on Thursday (weeks when 
there is no school on Monday homework might be handed out on Tuesday and due Friday). 
Students will be shown how to edit and revise their writing and will share their writing with 
peers in class on Thursday. Late writing assignments won’t benefit from this process. I will 
accept late assignments up to one week after the due date.  
* I will let parents know when we have a writing assignment through email or a REMIND text. 
Please sign up for Remind!!! 
 
Writing Rubric 
I use a four point rubric. The beginning of year goal is for students to consistently score a 2 
(BASIC) out of 4. By year’s end the goal is a 3 (SKILLFUL) or better. Please see the 
descriptors. Examples of scored student work is on my website linked to my homepage, 
www.mrgulka.weebly.com. 
 
Please let me know if you are interested in helping me grade some of the writing. Giving 
students feedback on their writing is very important! 
 
Thank you, 
 
Brian Gulka 


