
Opinion Essay

The federal minimum wage for fast food workers is 7.25 per hour. The minimum

wage for workers in Oregon is 10.25 per hour. Some people believe fast food workers

should be paid more. Others disagree. ln my opinion, the minimum wage should be

raised because some people can't survive on a profit that small. Minimum wage workers

would only make enough money to cover their basic necessities.

Over time, the money that rich people make has increased along with the

expense of everyday items. Unfortunately, the poor people make the same amount of

money they did twenty years ago. Fast food owners limit down the minimum wage the

smallest the law will allow.

I think this is unfair to the poor and it should be changed because most of these

workers aren't college students. Most of them have at least one child that depends on

them. When the parents are working their ten-hour-a-day-jobs, who is watching the

kids? Ch¡ld care is expensive. Plus most of these minimum wage workers are working

more than one job because the first job does not pay them enough.

Another reason why I think the minimum wage should increase is because it can

only cover certain things like cheap, unhealthy food, small shelter, and clean water. lt

can't cover other important things like health insurance or healthy food. Healthy foods

are a lot more expensive than fast food and this is why obesity is one of America's

biggest problems.

Not everyone agrees with me. A big reason people don't want the fast food

wages to increase is because they don't want their favorite fast food restaurants to go

out of business. I don't believe this would be true. These businesses already have a lots

of money. They could pay their workers more but they choose not to. From my

perspective, this is when the owners get greedy. They want to keep all the money they

can for themselves. Unfortunately, that is legal. I think there should be a law to prevent

this.
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